October 05 and 06, 2016

The Regional Committee of the United Nations on Global Geospatial Information Management for the Americas, at its
Third Session:
1. Acknowledged the contribution of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History and agreed that this body
take responsibility for coordinating the Americas efforts on Fundamental Geospatial Data, in order to address this
important issue on the global agenda of the UN Committee of Experts on GGIM and to report to the Regional
Committee its progress.
2. Approved the creation of the Academic Network for the Americas, led by Universidad de los Andes, Colombia and
the University of the West Indies, St Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago, for which the member countries will send the
contact information of universities in order to have a directory of participants and start working together. It was further
agreed that at the next session of the Regional Committee, the Academic Network will report and give its
recommendations to member countries.
3. Acknowledged the creation and recognized the work done by the Private Sector Network of the Committee of Experts
on UN-GGIM and agreed that a Private Sector Network representative should present a report at the next session of
the Regional Committee.
4. Noted the work of the Group on Earth Observations (GEO) and agreed that the Executive Secretary of the Regional
Committee will circulate relevant documents of the GEO and its regional initiative AmeriGEOSS, including the
strategic plan 2016-2025 and the procedure to be part of this initiative. This, will allow member countries access to
the benefits of belonging to these platforms for both national priorities and the interaction between UN-GGIM and
GEO regional and global levels for monitoring and complying with international agreements and objectives related to
the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development.
5. Decided to update the SDI Observatory on the website of UN-GGIM: Americas, in order to disseminate the activities
of the Regional Committee in the various subjects addressed by its five Working Groups.
6. Acknowledged the efforts made by the National Administrative Department of Statistics (DANE) of Colombia and
agreed that for the implementation of the first version of the Statistical and Geospatial Framework of the Americas
(MEGA):
a) The Executive Secretary shall receive technical documents and the protocol for access to information made
by DANE and circulate together with the formal request for coordination and joint participation. Such request
will be jointly issued by the President of the Statistical Conference of the Americas, ECLAC and the President
of UN-GGIM: Americas, addressed to the national statistical and geospatial authorities of the Americas.
b) The National Institute of Statistics and Geography of Mexico will integrate the KML files provided by member
countries to be uploaded in the designated Geoportal.
The progress made with this activity will be shared during the next session of the Regional Committee.
7. Recognized the relevance and contribution of the Geodetic Reference System for the Americas (SIRGAS) as the
representative for the Americas region on the Working Group on Global Geodetic Reference Frame, and agreed that
SIRGAS shall submit its annual work report to the Regional Committee at its annual Sessions.

8. Approved the proposed Work Plans for 2017, presented by the Coordinators of the five Working Groups and,
recognized the relevance of the Global Strategic Framework prepared by the Working Group on Geospatial
Information and Services for Disasters.
9. Recognized and appreciated the effort of the company Planet, for the timely creation and free distribution of satellite
imagery mosaic, to support humanitarian actions in the Members States impacted by Hurricane Matthew.
10. Agreed that the Fourth Session of UN-GGIM: Americas will be held from April 03 to 06, 2017 in Santiago, Chile, in
conjunction with the Latin American Geospatial Forum.

